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THRIFT WEEK 
A Project in Co-operative English 

This article is not a statement of theories of what the writer dreams 
may be done in co-operative English. It is just a simple account of a 
movement that was carried out in the Joliet Township High School 
during the third week of December, 1917. 

Some weeks previous to the beginning of the enterprise Mrs. Walter 
S. Brewster, chairman of the Chicago committee of The Fatherless 
Children of France, had asked the high-school faculty and students to 
adopt as many as possible of these French children. A faculty com- 
mittee was appointed to comply with Mrs. Breswter's request. This 
committee decided to work out the undertaking through the four classes 
of the high school, through the Junior college, and through the faculty. 
For this work subcommittees were appointed. 

Various devices for raising money were used, sales — endless sales — 
plays, voluntary offerings as the result of work, saving, or sacrifice: 
but it is with just one of these that this paper is concerned, the thrift 
week originated and carried out by the Sophomore class. The outline 
given below shows definitely the steps carried out in the enterprise. 

Sophomore Thrift Week 
a project in teaching english composition 
Slogan: "Ten cents a day keeps an orphan in France" 
To the Teacher: 

The Fatherless Children of France Committee of the Sophomore class asks 
that you co-operate for the coming week in the project outlined below. By 
doing so you will help your classes in providing a "real situation" for English 
composition; you will help the Sophomore class in a fine, co-operative enter- 
prise; and you will keep alive a Fatherless Child in France. 

As a prize for the best composition, the Joliet Herald-News offers a two and 
one-half dollar gold piece, and it will also print the prize composition. 

To the Pupil: 

You are requested by your teacher to prepare a theme upon the following 
subject: How I saved for the Fatherless Children of France. This 
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theme will be due at the beginning of your recitation period Monday, Decem- 
ber 17. It should contain not fewer than three hundred words. 

STEPS IN PREPARATION 

(1) Begin to think of plans for your theme now. (2) Show this paper to 
your parents as soon as you reach home this afternoon. Persuade them to let 
you do the family buying this week, Tuesday to Saturday, inclusive. (3) With 
your mother to help you, make a detailed list of everything that must be 
purchased for the household during the specified time. (4) Go through the 
advertisements of the Joliet Herald-News to find those that bear upon your 
needs. Cut these advertisements out and paste them upon a piece of card- 
board so that they may be easily compared. Ascertain the price you ordi- 
narily pay for each article. Find the lowest advertised price. The difference 
between the two prices will be your saving. For example, if you ordinarily 
pay thirty cents per pound for steak, and the advertised price is sixteen, your 
saving is fourteen cents; or if you are paying twenty-five cents for a half-pound 
can of cocoa, the advertised price is twenty-one cents per pound in bulk, your 
saving is twenty-nine cents. Now plan out your order for each store. Invite 
your mother to go with you on your purchasing trip. (5) Save your advertise- 
ments, and keep notes of just what you can do each day so that you will have 
material for your theme. (6) At the end of the week when all purchases have 
been made, place your savings in an envelope addressed to "The Sophomore 
'Fatherless Children of France' Committee." Place your own name in the 
upper left corner. This envelope will be handed to your English teacher on 
Monday. (7) Write a straightforward account of your week's work and bring 
to class with you on Monday. 

To the Parents: 

You are earnestly requested to co-operate with your children in the project 
outlined above. In doing so you will help them in their English composition; 
you will contribute to their training in business; you will become a part of a 
great co-operative movement to help the Fatherless Children of France. 

Thank you for this co-operation which we feel sure that you will give us in 
the undertaking. 

The Sophomore Fatherless Children of France Committee 

Copies of the foregoing outline were sent to each of the Sophomore 
English classes. Student members of the committee talked in each 
class as the week passed. When Friday came the student chairman, a 
girl, suggested that the time be extended to December 21. On that 
day the themes were collected and the money was turned in to the 
committee treasurer. The winning theme, just a straightforward account 
of the child's experience, is given here. 
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HOW I SAVED TWO DOLLARS AND FORTY-SIX CENTS 

As a member of the sophomore class of the Joliet Township High School. 
I was asked to save as much as possible from December 13-21 inclusive for 
the benefit of the French war orphans. Since the beginning of the great war, 
my sympathies have been extended to the fatherless children abroad; so I 
determined to do my bit for them by taking charge of the household buying for 
a week and saving as much as possible. 

My struggle to beat the high cost of living began Tuesday evening 
when I saved ten cents on one pound of steak by getting it at the Lincoln 
Market and paying twenty cents for it; we ordinarily pay thirty cents nearer 
home. The following day I saved three cents on three loaves of bread by 
buying them at the Woodruff Inn, paying nine cents a loaf for them. Thursday 
evening I walked down to Henderson Avenue and bought two pounds of lard 
at twenty-six cents a pound. On this I saved twelve cents as lard sells else- 
where at thirty-two cents per pound. Friday found us without tea: so 
I purchased one pound at the Royal Tea Store, receiving with it four tickets 
entitling me to a cup and saucer. These I brought home and sold to mother 
for fifteen cents, the price she would have paid elsewhere. This I added to my 
fund. 

When the Herald-News arrived that evening, I eagerly scanned the special 
advertisements that were published therein. After reading and rereading 
them, I decided that I would have to visit a good many stores, as each store 
had a sale on some one article. I walked over to the Joliet Co-operative Store 
and bought five pounds of sugar for nineteen cents. On this I saved twenty- 
three cents. At the Joliet Dry Goods Company I purchased ten bars of 
American Family soap and saved seventeen cents. At the Joliet Grocery 
Company I ordered one pound of cocoa for twenty-one cents thereby saving 
twenty-one cents. At Seltzer's I purchased four large grape fruit and paid 
twenty-five cents for them. On them I saved fifteen cents as we usually pay 
ten cents each. At Sitar's I ordered three bars of Palm Olive soap for twenty- 
five cents and saved five cents. Weary with walking, I went to Adler's. 
Upon making known my mission I was told that everything was on sale for 
such a good cause. I ordered five pounds of Hubbard squash, paying thirteen 
cents for it; as we usually pay four cents a pound, I saved eight cents. I 
also ordered ten pounds of rutabagas for twenty-five, thereby saving fifteen 
cents. On ten pounds of dry onions I saved five cents. I made a saving of 
eight cents on five cans of tomato soup. We usually pay twelve and one-half 
but I paid eleven. I paid fifty cents for one pound of butter, and, as we had 
been paying fifty-eight cents, I saved eight cents. I ordered six boxes of 
Uneeda Biscuits for twenty-nine cents and saved thirteen cents. On one 
sack of flour I saved thirty-five cents. The following Monday I paid twenty- 
three cents for meat that usually costs us thirty and saved seven cents. Tues- 
day on three boxes of Jello I saved five cents. On Wednesday by getting meat 
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at Adler's I saved thirteen cents. On Thursday at a bankrupt store I procured 
two packages of raisons for seventeen cents. On them I saved eight cents, 
as they sell elsewhere for twenty-five cents. My total saving is two dollars and 
forty-six cents. 

If all the members of the sophomore class did as much walking to save their 
money as I did to save mine, I bet they were tired; but the harder the struggle 
the sweeter the reward. Many thanks are due to the Herald-News through 
whose columns our patriotism has been aroused to do this work. If all house- 
wives could save as much as I did through the Herald-News, they would 
realize the necessity of reading the advertisements, and if they would patronize 
these sales and would turn in the money saved as our class has, to The Father- 
less Children of France Committee, what happiness there would be in many 
French homes as a result! 

The value of this project ? The greatest value is indicated by one 
of the words in the subtitle — "co-operative." There has been definite 
training in co-operation. Then there has been opportunity for the 
development of ability for leadership. There was very frank co-operation 
between the teacher and pupil; there was co-operation between the 
teacher and tne parent, between the pupil and the parent, between 
the teacher, parent, and pupil on the one hand and the business man on the 
other; and, fostering this co-operation, was the newspaper, the Joliet 
Herald-News. When the managing editor of the paper, Mr. Kelly, 
presented the gold piece to the winner of the prize, it seemed to be a 
sort of climax of team work, and, back of all, thousands of miles away, 
were the stimuli of this team work, The Fatherless Children of France, 
who had already received a check for the money. 

R. R. Smith 

Joliet, III. 

THE PLAY PRODUCER'S NOTEBOOK 

Play: The Piper. Type: Morality. 
Theme: Love of children versus love of gold. 
Author: Elizabeth Preston Peabody (Mrs. Marks). 
Publisher: Houghton MifHin Co. Royalty: (Samuel French) $25. 
Characters: Thirteen male, six female, twenty-six supers; nine chil- 
dren (two to five years, if possible). 
Period: 1284 a.d. 
Production: 

Amateur — By Sock and Buskin, Frankford High School, Frankford, 
Philadelphia, May 4, 5, and 8, 1917, under the direction of 
E. W. Meadowcroft, Jr., head of English department, assisted 
by Paul A. Mertz, Ida C. Holzbaur, and Andrew F. Haines. 



